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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



January 



"We are living in the Republic of the United States of 
America, a country by no means perfect, in which all too 
frequently injustice is done. But it is a republic based upon 
the principles of freedom, justice, and universal suffrage. 
Our men and women are not likely to throw these rights and 
principles into the scrap heap for the dictatorship of Mos- 
cow's Lenine and Trotzky. The harangues of the Soviets 
in Russia will fall on deaf ears of the American organized 
labor movement." 



HAITI AND THE UNITED STATES 

On December 18 the Naval Court of Inquiry sent to Haiti 
to investigate charges by Brigadier General Barnett, former 
commandant of the Marine Corps, against the representa- 
tives of that arm of the navy stationed in Haiti and charged 
with the duty of policing the island, made its report. The 
court reported : 

The court, having thoroughly inquired into all the facts 
and circumstances connected with the allegations contained 
in the precept and having considered the evidence adduced, 
finds as follows : 

1. The court finds two unjustifiable homicides have been 
committed, one each by two of the personnel of the United 
States naval service which has served in Haiti since July 28, 
1915, and that sixteen other serious acts of violence have 
been perpetrated against citizens of Haiti during the same 
period by individuals of such personnel. 

2. The court, finds further that these offenses were all 
isolated acts of individuals, and that in every case the re- 
sponsible party was duly brought to trial before a general 
court-martial, convicted, and sentenced. 

3. The court has found no evidence of the commission of 
any other unjustifiable homicides or other serious unjusti- 
fiable acts of oppression or of violence against any of the 
citizens of Haiti, or unjustifiable damage or destruction of 
their property caused by any of the personnel in question. 

4. In view of the fact that the only unjustifiable acts 
found by the court to have been committed are those wherein 
disciplinary action has already been taken and where no 
further proceedings could be had in the matter, the court 
has not deemed it necessary to report further upon the 
question of responsibility. 

Referring to paragraph 2 of the precept, it is the conclusion 
of the court that there have been no proper grounds for the 
statement that "practically indiscriminate killing of natives 
has been going on for some time," as alleged in the letter 
from Brigadier General George Barnett, U. S. Marine Corps, 
to Col. John H. Russell, U. S. Marine Corps. 

Referring to the amendment to the precept calling for the 
conclusions of the court as to the general conduct of the 
personnel of the naval service in Haiti since 28 July, 1915, 
the court does not consider that the small number of isolated 
crimes or offenses that have been committed by a few indi- 
viduals of the service during the period in question are en- 
titled to any considerable weight in forming a conclusion 
as to the general conduct of such personnel. It was in- 
evitable that some offenses would be committed. However, 
considering the conditions of service in Haiti, it is remark- 
able that the offenses were so few in number, and that they 
all may be chargeable to the ordinary defects of human char- 
acter, such defects as result in the commission of similar 
offenses in the United States and elsewhere in the best- 
regulated communities. 

The general conduct of our troops of occupation can be 
fairly judged by the results of that occupation. 

Now. for the first time in more than a hundred years, 
tranquillity and security of life and property may be said to 
prevail in Haiti. 

The Haitian people themselves welcomed the coming of 
our men and are unwilling to have them depart. 

The establishment and maintenance of tranquil conditions 
and then the security of life and property all over the Re- 
public of Haiti has been an arduous and dangerous and 
thankless task. That task our marines have performed with 
fidelity and great gallantry. 



The court cannot refrain from recording its opinion of 
much, and that the most serious part, of the reflections 
which have been made upon the officers who have served 
in Haiti. 

The outstanding characteristic of these officers, from the 
brigade commander down, has been their sympathetic atti- 
tude toward every step that would lead to betterment of the 
country and improvement in the mental, physical, and moral 
conditions of the population. 

With slender resources and inadequate administrative au- 
thority they have accomplished much, where anything more 
than suppression of organized insurrection seemed impos- 
sible. 

The above remarks apply with particular force to those 
officers and enlisted men of the Marine Corps who have been 
serving as officers of the gendarmerie of Haiti. 

After a careful study of the matters in issue,, based not 
only on the evidence in the record, but also upon other 
original and reliable sources of information and the court's 
own observations while in Haiti, the court regards the 
charges which have been published as ill-considered, regret- 
table, and thoroughly unwarranted reflections on a portion 
of the United States Marine Corps which has performed 
difficult, dangerous, and delicate duty in Haiti in a manner 
which, instead of calling for adverse criticism, is entitled to 
the highest commendation. 

Extracts of evidence before this commission of inquiry, 
taken in Port au Prince last November, were made public 
January 3, and they have to do with the character of the 
warfare waged by the bandits of the island against the 
United States marines. Mutilation and cannibalism are 
charged in specific cases. 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Salvage of humanity through preventive and 
remedial medicine and surgery, cash for which is fur- 
nished by a rich and powerful nation for the benefit of 
less fortunate nations, is one of the finest forms of 
internationalism. A year or two ago the Rockefeller 
Foundation apportioned several millions of its large in- 
come to endowment of the medical schools of London, 
England, where instruction especially in combatting 
tropical diseases and research in the origin of these 
plagues was carried on. More recently the same Foun- 
dation has set apart millions for endowment of the 
Canadian medical colleges. Its work in China, estab- 
lishing there medical instruction and laboratory work, 
has become famous throughout Asia. South America 
has profited vastly by its experts' service in combatting 
infectious disease, the most notable of the workers being 
the late General Gorgas. Now the Foundation an- 
nounces that it intends to help the medical schools of 
Central Europe, where it will "aid in the rehabilitation 
of the scientific equipment for medical teaching and re- 
search; in furnishing medical journals to universities 
throughout Europe ; and send an invitation to the au- 
thorities of the Belgrade University Medical School to 
study medical education in America and England as the 
guests of the Foundation." 

China's representative at the Geneva Assembly 
of the League of Nations, Dr. Wellington Koo, is deemed 
by his fellow-Chinese Republicans to have won a great 
political and national victory at that meeting. China's 
claim to a place in the Council of the League was 
recognized by most of the leading powers of Europe, by 
the Latin-American States, and by Canada ; and, with a 



